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The Good Earth  is the product of collaboration between the content rigor provided by Earth Science

specialists (McConnell, Steer) and the results of research on learning as contributed by pedagogical

experts (Knight, Owens). The Good Earth  has been explicitly designed to be compatible with

inquiry-based, active learning in the college classroom. The structural elements of this text will allow

the instructor to incorporate these student-centered teaching methods into their Earth Science

course. The authors have tested the bookâ€™s content and pedagogy in large Earth Science

classes for non-majors that are populated with mostly freshmen. Their experiences show that the

materials and methods in The Good Earth  can improve studentsâ€™ learning, increase daily

attendance, reduce attrition, and increase studentsâ€™ enthusiasm in comparison with classes

taught following a traditional lecture format. The authors have chosen to emphasize three scientific

themes throughout the text: i) scientific literacy; ii) Earth Science and the human experience; and, iii)

the science of global change. The discussion of scientific methods is woven into the text throughout.

They have included numerous examples of human interaction with the Earth that can serve as entry

points for students to appreciate the nature of science. Global change is a theme that is evident in

much current Earth Science research so our authors have used global change as a content theme

throughout the book.
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This was the book I needed for a class. This came in great condition and was much cheaper than I

would have paid for it at the university bookstore. It has LOTS of pictures and is an easy read, so I



gave it to my soon-to-be 6th grade daughter to play around with and read this summer. Good

purchase.

I bought this book for a science class I had, it's very well put together, lots of pics, maps, very

informative. Even if I didn't have to buy this book for class I'm taking at the college, I'd keep it or gift

it because science is one of my favorite subjects & it's a good read. The condition of the book came

in pretty good condition, no rips or tears or excessive writing/highlighting that some books tend to

get. Plus it was all I could find. My college ran out of books good ol'  coming to save the day!

I am using this text in a college level earth sciences class and find it excellent. It uses current

examples, is clear, engaging and has a very good support website for instructors.

I bought this for a GEO08 class in CSUS. Unfortunately, we barely used it as our professor used

nothing from the textbook for her tests and finals. This books makes an attempt in humor,

sometimes succeeding.

High quality textbook with glossy pages and full color photographs of the various examples within

the text.

Great book but not very detailed on specific things like sand dunes or glaciers, but I bought it here

for school because it was cheaper than my book store

The book was required for my daughters course. We looked everywhere and this was the best

price. Still expensive though....

I had to purchase this for class, and the reading is pretty easy to do and does the job for what it is

needed for.
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